
Introduction 
My sincere hope is, that if you decide to read the entirety of my testimony, that you would consider looking up the 
scriptures and reflect on them at some point as well. My motives for such a request, is to assure that no one feels  
they’re being misled, but that through the verity of this message an individual would possibly avoid making the 
same mistakes. On the other hand, if you’ve been there, done that and feel yourself beyond that point; then pos-
sibly you can find solace and hope, in the fact that others have traveled this same road and persevered through 
the message of the gospel. A certain adage says this: A smart person learns from their own mistakes, but a wise 
person learns from the mistakes of others.  
 Take upon yourselves the attitude of the Berean’s. Acts 17:10, 11 “Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and 
Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more fair-
minded (noble) than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the 
scriptures daily to find out if these things were so.” I strongly encourage you to do likewise!    
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My entire life I have felt God’s hand upon me, I believe that my mother’s prayers and faith in her Savior influenced 
me a great deal in my decision to trust Jesus Christ for salvation.  I eventually made the profession of faith  in my 
mid to late teens, as a result I was born again and became a child of El Elyon (God Most High). As I grew older, God 
did not distance Himself from me, the problem lay with my ever-increasing callous heart, little did I realize at the 
time that I was allowing myself to be conformed to the world, Romans 12:1-3. Conformity to the world is sensual 
and demonic and is maliciously intended by the enemy to plant seeds of destruction in the human heart, James 
the Lord’s brother has much to say about friendship with the world. James 4:1-5 “Where do wars and fights come 
from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? You lust and do not 
have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 
You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. Adulterers and adul-
teresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” 
 
Things took a turn for the worse, in my mid to late teens I began carousing with my friends drinking alcohol and 
smoking pot, that eventually grew into a habit and inevitably a mindset later in life. To add insult to injury, I was 
introduced to heroin, and you guessed right I was in love, so to speak. That became a love affair that has lasted at 
least two thirds of my life, talk about falling head over heels. That is exactly what happened, I forsook all else 
alcohol and pot took a back seat and darn near became non-existent in my life. I was one track minded, heroin, 
heroin, heroin; the things that I felt were important, such as work, social life and yes even relationships all became 
non-essentials.  In the mid to late eighties with the opiate crunch came morphine, we referred to them as “shakies” 
they were minute white pills. To prepare these for injection all you had to do was pull the plunger off the syringe, 
toss the morphine tab in, place the plunger back in and draw thirty units of water and shake. The morphine was so 
pure it would dissolve and become transparent with just a couple of shakes. Yes, it was much more potent than 
heroin, the high was intense, and the length of high time increased as well, it was the ultimate of opiates at the 
time. However, with the wake of pharmaceutical abuse, they began to fade away and became scarce. Which only 
served to make them several times more expensive, if you could find them.  
 
So, I had to revert to heroin again, which was a setback of sorts. Back in the day, it was in powder form, a cap was 
worth five-dollars, half a roll was six caps worth twenty-five dollars, and a roll consisted of twelve caps worth fifty-
dollars. Depending on your tolerance level, even with a high tolerance three caps usually did the trick. That began 
to fade in the mid-eighties, then black tar made its debut, no more five-dollar caps,  it was referred to a paper 
which was worth twenty-five dollars, after several years the price came down to twenty dollars, which I believe is 
the current price.                                                                                                                                                       (Continued) 
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Keep in mind that back in the day, both quality and quantity was considered good as opposed to today’s standards, 
the quality is poor, and the quantity is minute.   Heroin became an integral part of my life, even when other drugs 
came into the picture, such as cocaine in the eighties and nineties, and most recent the methamphetamine epi-
demic. Heroin was my pre-dominant drug of choice.                                                                                                                                                                               
 
It wasn’t until the indulgence of cocaine and methamphetamine that I really became aware and experienced de-
monic influence in my life. All illicit abuse of drugs is demonic, but cocaine and methamphetamine are the ultimate 
in evil. Scripture has much to say about illicit drugs. Galatians 5:19-21  says this “Now the works of the flesh are 
evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery (witchcraft),  hatred, conten-
tions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revel-
ries, and the like; of the which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” Notice I’ve underlined the word sorcery quoted in the NKJV and 
witchcraft quoted in the KJV;  the Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance correlates with the KJV, so you must look it up 
under the word witchcraft. This is what the word witchcraft entails as used in this context, according to the Greek 
dictionary: The Greek word used for witchcraft is Pharmakia, pronounced Far-mak-i-a. Pharmacy  (by extension) 
magic (literally or figuratively) : sorcery, witchcraft. (A spell giving potion) (a druggist, pharmacist, or poisoner)  
(that is) by extension a magician, sorcerer.  
 
Now that I’ve mentioned what the word witchcraft entails, how in the scriptures God equates illicit drug use and 
witchcraft, I’ll get back to where I left off on that subject. As I was saying, regarding cocaine and methamphetamine, 
keep in mind that I was injecting these drugs, which is by far the most intense method of getting high. There were 
times when I felt like I was losing my mind, the demonic influence while inebriated on these drugs was intense. On 
several occasions I felt I was being bound with spider webs; I could see the indentations where the webbing dug 
into my limbs and at times cut off circulation. Desperate to rid myself of this web material I would sometimes use 
a lighter to burn them off, as I did so, you could see them ignite. One occasion I recall well, I had quite a bit of 
cocaine and went to a friend’s house to get her high, we were injecting lethal doses of cocaine. As we continued 
this destructive path, I could see these webs coming out at me through minute holes in the wall, I just shook it off 
and thought I was tweaking again. However, my friend had two cats and I noticed that the two cats were chasing 
and trying to paw the same webs I saw coming at me, which leads me to believe that I was not just tweaking. 
Presently, I’m not at all surprised since, Proverbs 5:21,22 says that, “His own iniquities entrap the wicked man, and 
he is caught in the cords of his sin. He shall die for lack of instruction, and in the greatness of his folly he shall go 
astray.” 
 
 So, if I understand this correctly, I was wicked in the sense that I was entirely out of the scope of God’s will,  prac-
ticing wickedness, and entrapped by my own iniquities by indulging in illicit drugs, (practicing witchcraft in God’s 
eyes), and the cords of my sin were of my own making, manifesting themselves in the form of those webs. It 
dawned on me that while under the influence of either cocaine or methamphetamine, I was delving into the spir-
itual realm, as if a portal was opened to me the minute I injected. Once in the spiritual realm, I was fair game for 
the hordes of hell, I was taunted with an onslaught of lies, imagery of evil, and innuendo questioning the state of 
my salvation, these were no doubt spiritual hosts of wickedness. However, they were within their rights in doing 
so, simply because I was in subjection to evil,  literally a willing participant delving into a forbidden realm. We are 
carnal our realm is in the natural, when we willingly step into the spiritual realm via mind altering drugs, we open 
ourselves up to demonic influence, literally inviting it on. Ephesians 5:11,12 says: “Have no fellowship with the 
(unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are 
done by them in secret.” The word for fellowship in the Greek as used in this context is sugkoinoneo,  (Continued) 
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pronounced soong-koy-no-neh-o, and it means to share in company with, that is to co-participate.  I was a willing 
participant sharing in on the evil of witchcraft (Pharmakia). Witchcraft is a form of idolatry, idolatry in turn, is 
placing anything before God. In fact, the first commandment clearly states: “You shall have no other gods before 
Me.” In short, I was in direct violation of the first commandment, my drugs became my god, literally the object of 
my worship. Because, I presented myself a slave to obey the wicked one, I became his slave. Romans 6:16: “Do you 
not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether 
of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness.  
                                                                                                                                                                     
As I mentioned at the beginning, I’ve always felt close to God as though He were guiding me in the way I should go. 
However, the poor choices I made in life led to incarcerations, in fact, since the late 70s I have been incarcerated 
multiple times. Be advised, the incarcerations in the Department of Corrections were a walk in the park in compar-
ison to the judicial process, being held in the county jail for numerous months, the courts, trial and or plea bargains. 
Worst of all, was the initial part, being booked and having to do without heroin, the withdrawals was what I dreaded 
the most. The lack of sleep, sleeping only in chapters at best, the anxiety level was overwhelming, and the source 
of my sleep deprivation. People in general, think that addicts usually recover in a few days, nothing could be further 
from the truth. At times, it would take me anywhere from three to five months, depending on the level of my 
addiction, to recover from sleeping disorders, nutrient deficiencies. It wasn’t because I didn’t have a place to eat, I 
simply set my priorities on feeding my addiction. The time spent  hustling took up most of my day, there was only 
time for a sandwich here, a burger there, candy bars, junk food.  
                                                                                           
However, the periods of incarcerations in the DOC were a time of recuperation for me, fact is, I didn’t even get high 
during that time. Society  as a whole is deceived into thinking that the reason many inmates don’t get high is 
because there are no drugs to be had. Granted, there is not an abundance of drugs, but enough to stay high at 
least four days out of the week. More so back in the day,  presently the correctional officers are better trained and 
more equipped, so they are slowing down the influx of drugs somewhat. My days of incarceration were well bal-
anced, a proper frame of mind, self-discipline, and a degree of aspiration were what I had to work with, so I learned 
to utilized them well. My life incarcerated consisted of part-time work as a means of sustenance, attending part-
time ABE and or college courses to acquire cognitive skills. Other avenues of my day included what I deem as 
essential parts, that being the physical and spiritual. Regarding the physical, I really tried to keep myself fit by 
exercising and or jogging, simply because it’s a known fact that exercise is beneficial for overall health. Be that as 
it may, the scriptures attest to the fact that, “Bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, 
having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come,” 1Timothy 4:8.  
 
With that said, I set my focus on the spiritual, so I would devote my evening hours to intense bible study, attending 
spiritual services, and prayer. Over the years, I became well versed in the scriptures, I was studying Hebrew culture, 
customs, and their traditions. I became an avid student of the scriptures, delving into word studies attempting to 
arrive at the literal meaning, as used in context. Searching out the true meaning of the scriptures became my 
priority in life. I really thought I had the God centered life all figured out, I really did. Problem is, once I got released 
I would do fine for a time, then I would go back to the drugs. Just like Proverbs 26:11 says, “As a dog returns to his 
own vomit, so a fool repeats his folly.” Considering this, I seriously questioned my salvation and would say to my-
self, ”What a waste of time all those years of studying the scriptures, and for what?” You haven’t changed a bit, 
what about all that scripture material which you’ve placed your faith on, the ones that make claim of transfor-
mation and conformity to the image of His Son? Then it dawned on me, the Holy Spirit’s function among other 
things is to convict (reprove) the believer of ongoing sin in the believer’s life, John 16:7-11; but never ever does 
the Spirit of the living God condemn.                                                                                                                    (Continued)                          
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Condemnation comes from the condemned one, the accuser of the brethren, Revelation 12:2. Please understand, 
it was certainly demonic condemnation and not holy conviction (reprove) that I was experiencing. The distinction 
between the two is clear. The former is condemnation, the Greek word used  in 1Timothy 3:6 to describe the 
condemnation of the devil, and the fate of the rebellious as well is Krima, pronounced Kree-mah simply meaning: 
everlasting damnation. The latter is conviction (reprove) and the Greek word used is elegcho, pronounced el-eng-
kho: meaning to: Admonish (to warn), convict, tell a fault, rebuke (reprimand), to prove to be in error or false. I 
finally recognized  it for what it was, an accusation from the accuser of the brethren (the wicked one). Had it been 
a holy reprove, it would have come in the form of a warning pointing out my erroneous living, and a rebuke (repri-
mand) to get right. Not a flat-out condemning accusation, of such as I received.  
                                          
As time elapsed, I kept up my destructive behavior, not constant but as it were in binges. There were times of 
sobriety and accomplishments in between, times when I would be in  partial obedience to the Spirit of God. How-
ever, partial obedience absolutely does not work with a holy God, He wants 100% of who you are, spirit, soul, and 
body. In my heart, I knew that I was not in full compliance with the Spirit of God, and it was evident in my actions. 
One thing is sure, you cannot mock God. Galatians 6:7,8 “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a 
man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to 
the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.” This fact was patiently revealed to me by the Spirit of the living 
God, He was at work in my life and would not relent. I am one who believes that the word of God is infallible, so, 
when I read Philippians 1:6 which says, “ Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in 
you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” I didn’t immediately grasp the depth of that passage, until I 
started cross referencing other scriptures to see what they revealed on the same subject.  I found several, such as  
Ephesians 1: 12-14  which says : “That we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. In Him you 
also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in Whom also, having believed, you 
were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, Who is the guarantee (down payment) of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.” Also, John 10:27-29 “My sheep hear My voice, 
and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone 
snatch (pluck) them out of My hand. My Father who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able 
to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.” 
 
Ultimately, on September 28, 2016 in Roswell NM, I was involved in a residential burglary that resulted in a high-
speed chase. That was the straw that broke the camel’s back, so to speak; I was apprehended and charged with 
numerous traffic violations and residential burglary. I was held twenty-three months in the Chavez County Deten-
tion Center awaiting trial. The prosecution wanted to invoke every possible habitual proceeding that they  could, 
being that I had multiple prior convictions on record. However, they could only use two priors for an eight-year 
enhancement, on top of the time accumulated on said charges. When it was all said and done, they finally realized 
that I had a good argument, due to my relentless citing of flagrant due process violations.  That it was prejudicial 
to the accused, since they had grossly exceeded the time frame in which to take an accused to trial. Consequently, 
they offered me a plea bargain for two years’ probation, of which I did agree to. Realistically, I was committed to 
four years, approximately two years of detention, along with the two years’ probation. I imagine it could have been 
worse, had they not erred by grossly exceeding the time allotted by due-process mandates. While detained, I slowly 
began to recuperate from the withdrawals of heroin addiction,  a couple of factors are attributed to my slow re-
covery. They are, age, and severity of addiction, I was in my late fifties when this occurred, also my addiction level 
was high, due to my high tolerance, and length of abuse.   
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By the grace of God, a friend of mine came into the same housing unit, he brought a book with him titled, The 
friend of God. I asked him if I could read it after him, he said yes that I could. I kid you not, God used this book to 
open the eyes of my understanding, regarding my spiritual state, which was nothing short of rebellious and sinful.  
Upon careful reflection of this book, I felt such conviction of which I’ve never experienced at any time in my life. I 
felt as if God were speaking directly at me, especially the latter part of this excerpt from The Friend of God, which 
will follow. The urgency to get right with God was overwhelming in the very core of my being. I felt that God was 
telling me, to return to Him before my already callous heart was unresponsive to His Spirit. That if I continued my 
destructive path, I may cross the line of no return unto destruction. It was at that point and time, that I understood 
the dreadful situation I had chosen to place myself in. Eternal separation from the glorious presence of the Almighty 
God, is much more than I cared to gamble with and ultimately endure.                                                                                         
 
An excerpt from the book titled Friend of God by Ray C. Steadman. “Between the Sanctuary and the Storm.” 
Mr.Steadman expounds on Genesis chapter 16. 
“If you have ever found God to be the One who sees into your life, the One who understands your circumstances, 
then perhaps you have a place you think of as your own Be’er La-hai’ Roi. Maybe there is some physical location or 
some point in your life that you recognize as the place where God met you and spoke to you, perhaps in a fourfold 
way. You may have felt God confronting you with the question: “Where have you come from, and where are you 
going?” And He may have given you clear instructions regarding your life: “Return and submit.” You may have even 
felt that He had prophesied regarding provision for your future. The moment or place is your place in the desert 
for you, it is the place you can call, “The well of Him who lives and sees me.” Genesis chapter 16 tells us that Hagar’s 
spring in the desert was located between “Kadesh and Bered.” These names are significant. In the Hebrew lan-
guage, Kadesh meant sanctuary , Bered meant hailstorm, and this word was often used to signify God’s judgement, 
which was sometimes sent in the form of a punishing stormy blast, (see Psalm 148:8; Job 38:22,23). So, Hagar’s 
well was a spring of grace, providing life and refreshment in the desert between sanctuary and the storm. When 
we stray from the place of God’s blessing toward the certainty of judgement, God meets us on the way, at the well 
of grace, saying, stop and consider where you have been and where you are going. I don’t want you to cause further 
harm to yourself and others. I don’t want to see you destroyed by your own willfulness and sin. I appeal to you to 
return to the sanctuary of My love and submit to My will for your life. If you proceed on to the hailstorm of judge-
ment, you may never receive another chance to return. That is God’s message to us at the well of grace when we 
wander into the wilderness of disobedience.”  
 
To reiterate, the date of my arrest was September 28, 2016, confinement continued through mid-August 2018. As 
of my arrest date to present day, I can honestly say that I have been free of illicit drug use, considering the infiltra-
tion of drugs in the penal institutions. The irony of it all, is we all deal with multiple vises in life; yes, it’s true that 
God delivered me from the horrid life of drug addiction. However, that’s not to say that I don’t have other sin issues 
impacting my life, which the adversary is aware of and used to gain the advantage. By no means, shall I glorify the 
enemy. However, these song lyrics come to mind, “Son, give the devil his due.” Ezekiel chapter 28, For the sake of 
being explicit, I shall mention that Lucifer in the day that he was created was perfect in all his ways, until iniquity 
was found in him. Keep in mind that he was the anointed cherub, the utmost in the hierarchy of angels. God speak-
ing of Lucifer, goes on to mention that, “There is no secret that can be hidden from you! With your wisdom and 
understanding, (verses 3,4). He was created as Lucifer (Morning Star, light bearer), but upon his rebellion, God 
changed his name to satan (adversary). Isaiah 14:9-17 gives us a glimpse into the extent of satan’s arrogance, 
alongside  his delusions of grandeur, when he attempted to overthrow El Elyon (God Most High) and exalt himself 
above the majesty of God. Seven “I will” statements uttered by satan are recorded in this chapter, where he erro-
neously believed that he could pull off such a ridiculous stunt.  
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 With that said, satan and his cohorts have eons of experience dealing with humanity; so, don’t underestimate the 
deceptive powers of the enemy. When God supernaturally delivers you from a certain destructive vise, as in my 
case, the enemy is aware of that fact. He sees the futility in tempting you further in that area, therefore, he changes 
tactics and moves on to tempt you in another vulnerable area of your life. The enemy is malicious and relentless,  
he scrutinizes our lives to search out that secret sin. Whether it be, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, or the 
pride of life, all sin originates with one of these three.  Whatever it may be in your life that you don’t want anyone 
having knowledge of, the thing that you know is wrong, but compromise it anyway. That is what the enemy is after, 
he will take that and exploit it to meet his diabolical end. The scriptures attest to the fact that the devil is a thief 
and his  mission is to, “steal, kill, and to destroy,” John 10:10. Also, that “he was a murderer from the beginning 
and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 
resources, for he is a liar and the father of it,” John 8:44.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Keep in mind, that we all experience temptation at some point in life, the scriptures shed light and offers hope on 
the subject. 1Corinthians 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make 
the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” Notice, that temptation is translated to mean a test, a putting 
to proof. It’s not a sin to be tempted, Jesus was tempted by the devil. However, He persevered by evoking the word 
of God and steadfast reliance on the same. Hebrews 4:15 “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.”  
 
Bottom line, it’s not a sin to be tempted, your reaction to the temptation is what’s in question. If you persevere 
through the temptation, that’s a sure indicator that you are growing in the knowledge and grace of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Therefore, “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,” as Paul advises in Philippians 
2:12,13; not to be confused with working for your salvation, which is a form of legalism. Paul clarifies who does the 
work in verse 13, with the statement, “For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.” 
The New Living Translation puts it this way: “Work hard to show the results of your salvation , obeying God with 
deep reverence and fear. For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases Him.”  
Our faith in action, is unquestionable obedience to God, so that our will lines up with His will, resulting in His good 
pleasure. 
 
Yet, on the other hand, compromising with and further entertaining the temptation, will eventually cause you to 
yield to it. We must recognize it for what it is, a lie from the father of lies, exercise your God inspired will to dismiss 
it immediately. Same goes for impure thoughts, another adage that comes to mind says this: You can’t stop the 
birds from flying over your head, but you can stop them from building a nest on it. In other words, impure thoughts 
are inevitable and will ensue temptation; again, how you react to them determines the outcome. Sow a thought, 
reap an action; sow an action, reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a character; sow a character, reap a destiny. We must 
literally take to heart what 2Corinthians 10:3-5 advises on the subject, “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not 
war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down 
strongholds, casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bring-
ing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” Don’t compromise your faith by entertaining impure 
thoughts, yielding to the implications, it’s a set up for strongholds in your lives. Rather, reprove (express disapproval 
of) them, by dismissing them, rendering them captive to the obedience of Christ… 
 
God bless one and all, who love our Lord, unto keeping His commands…                        Completed on April 11, 2020 
Raymond Lazaro Tapia                


